CONSUMER CREDIT COUNSELING SERVICE OF GREATER SIOUXLAND
CCCS SIOUX CITY, IA SPENCER,IA 712-252-5666 800-509-5601

-

April, 2004 Newsletter

Information Page
"""""""""""""""""""""" Tips for a Debt Free/
Stress Free Vacation 1

Tips for a Debt Free/Stress Free Vacation

> Qf{ I'm convinced and hopeful that summer really isn't that | Three Easy Steps

K = = )J far away. Going with my hopes, now is the time to be [to Bill Paying 2
4\‘)/((((/ ___ thinking about vacation and how you are going to
Q*— X fj(\’ ) pay for it. The goal is to go on a trip, have great CCCS Word Search 2
@y memories and no regret for the money that you
7 spent. The following tips should help you Important Dates

\// accomplish this goal. Tuesday, April 24 6:30 pm

Create a Vacation Spending Plan. Review your income and spend- Credit When Credit Is Due
ing plan and determine how much money you can afford for your va- Sioux City Office
cation. You may want to consider saving you tax refund for

vacation. The things that you need to budget for are things like travel,
lodging, meals, gifts, and any admission or ticket fees.

Involve Those Traveling With You. Get input from any friends or family members who will be traveling
with you. Determine places to visit and things to do. Try to include at least one thing that each person
wants to do.

Research Your Options. With the Internet it is easier than ever to research sightseeing, tourist attractions
and obtain discounts on everything from travel to lodging. Your hotel/motel lobbies often have brochures for
area attractions and some have discount coupons included. If you don't have access to the internet, check
with the local library, or the chamber of commerce of the area you are visiting.

Plan Your Vacation in Advance. Plan what you are going to do each day and the routes you will take to
insure that you stay on budget. Try to plan some flexibility so that you are relaxed and not stress because
you aren’t “on plan”. If you decide on an unplanned activity remember that you are taking that money from
somewhere else in your vacation budget. Before doing the unplanned activity determine what

you will cut from your budget so that you can avoid overspending.

Have a Credit Card Plan. Credit cards can be safer than cash but they also make it easier

to overspend. Often you will need to give a credit card for security for a hotel or rental

car but resist the urge to put the charge on the card. At the end of your stay, you can

pay cash for those expenses. If you want to avoid the temptation from the beginning,

when making reservations ask if you can send a personal check for expenses prior to >
your stay. Keep in mind that they may want 2-3 weeks before your stay for the check to

clear. Remember that if you budgeted the charges, pay them in full upon your return from

your trip.

Prepare Your Vehicle. If you are planning to use your vehicle for travel, make sure you have it serviced
before you leave. Carry emergency supplies such as oil, wiper fluid, jumper cables, flashlight, etc to help
avoid expensive, last minute repairs while on vacation.
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! Plan for Your Mail. Have the post office hold your mail or have someone trustworthy pick it up for you.
1 If your mailbox is at your house, leaving mail in it can be a signal to a thief that you are not home. They
1 could then break into your house or steal your mail and get your personal information such as credit

: card numbers or your social security number. The same tips go for your newspaper.

I
1 Timeshare/Condo Tips. If you are planning to utilize a condo or timeshare for your vacation plan
I ahead and bring your own food. You can even prepare and bring frozen entrees so that you will not

have to spend much time cooking.

1 Tickets. If you are planning on seeing a show while you are on vacation, often times you can purchase
: tickets ahead of time rather than paying window prices.

1

1 Have a Good Time. Once you've planned and budgeting for vacation have a good time. Stick to your
I plan and you won’'t worry because you won’t have any surprise bills when you get home.

I

Three Easy Steps to

Bill

1. One Location -

This first step is to choose a

place where you will feel =
most comfortable pay- c =
ing bills. It can be any-

where as long as it is com-

fortable for you and you are

consistent.

2. One Day -

The second step is to al- 6&'
ways pay bills on the (M\
same day each week. It N
doesn't matter what day
of the week that happens to
be the day best for you. It
can be the day you get paid or  any other
day you choose. Just choose a day and stick

to it.

3. One Time - The third step is to
choose a particular time of the day.
If you don’t pick a particular time of

the day, you can find

bedtime realizing that you put it
off all day. Pick a time when D K X
you are not rushed and it is
be BUDGET COUNSELOR

interrupted. Whatever day and time you CREDITOR  CREDIT REPORT

unlikely that you will
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Congratulations to this month’s CCCS survey winners

Client

Stop in for your free CCCS coffee mug!
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choose, schedule it, prioritize it, and don't com- | DEPOSIT DMP

promise it.
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